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Introduction of the session

1. Online participation in the context of the Real Deal project (Thomas Blanchet)

2. Presentation of the DECIDIM platform (Joel Berenguer Moncada) 

3. Presentation of the Make.org platforms (Nora Kiefer)

4. General discussion on the potential and limitations of online participation in the context 
of the European Green Deal 
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Thomas Blanchet (Technical University Berlin)

Online participation in the context of the 
Real Deal project
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Various forms of online participation

• Synchronous: Online tools will be used to reproduce participatory processes 
online, or to complement face-to-face events  

• Asynchronous: Online tools will be used in parallel to or in between face-to-
face events (platform)
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The role of the Real Deal online platform

• Online participation as a support to the various deliberative processes organised in the
context of Real Deal  

• Real Deal platform relies on DECIDIM  

• Aim of the platform is to :
• reinforce the interactions between stakeholders and citizens through a sequential approach
• foster debates among citizens across European countries through the multilingual add-on
• include citizens, who would not participate in deliberations otherwise
• support transparent communication and documentation of processes and results
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Tools provided by the platform

Short descriptionTool

Collection of ideas which can be endorsed, geolocalised or categorisedProposal

Implementation of various kinds of questionnairesSurvey

Reinforce the link between digital and physical participation by informing on physical events and 
tracking their progress

Meetings

Enable sortitions among various proposalsSortition

Similar to proposal but allowing longer thread of commentsDebates

Allow for voting on a specific topic according to rules defined by the initiator of the processPoll

Aims to make the progression of a process more visibleAccountability

Allow interaction among users via comments (similar to blogs)News

Allow for setting up information pages with the inclusion of various sources such as video or picturesPage
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Myrealdeal : The general structure 



This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101037071

The participatory processes

• 7 participatory processes: 
• 3 European - 4 national ones
• 6 publics – 1 private

• Topics: 
• 2 on food and health
• 1 on green Economy
• 1 on Air pollution
• 1 on biodiversity 
• 2 on the EGD in general 
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Different use of the platform
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Activity on the platform
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Some reflections

• Importance of coordination of the online and offline activities

• Using online tools before the real event seems to be beneficial for the activities on the 
platform 

• Platform enables participants to pursue the discussion beyond the events 

• Establishing a European dialogue is challenging. 

• Key challenge: Activation of users to subscribe and participate on the platform, esp. 
the ones not attending the events 

• Difficulty of the language: Keep comments and contributions as simple as possible
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