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NORTH MACEDONIA





North Macedonia Case Study – CA
Skopje

Main topic and rationale: Air pollution in Skopje
ĄResult of deep environmental, social, and political

issues
ĄMain emissions sources are private households

that use firewood for heating in winter, traffic and
industry

ĄEnergy vulnerable citizens are not represented in
the decision-making processes and there is a
limited number of narrow measures to address
their needs



• Preparatory phase:
– 2 focus groups with marginalised groups likely to not be represented at the CA
– Group delphi with experts to get a deeper understanding of potential solutions

• Citizens‘ Assembly:
– 65 participants
– 20 inputs from experts
– 6 face-to-face one day sessions
– 33 recommendations

North Macedonia Case Study – CA Skopje







Hristina Odzaklieska – Deputy Minister of
Environment and Physical Planning at the

Final Session

Participant Eleonora Jovanovikj presenting
recommendation at the Macedonian

Energy Forum
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HUNGARY



Stakeholder roundtables in Hungary
April – May 2024

National Society of Conservationists – FoE HU

Topic: sustainable school catering
meatless days, waste reduction,
local food supply

5 local roundtables + 1 national

Broad range of stakeholders:
catering companies, local govts,
teachers, students, dieticians,
environmental NGOs, food authority



9-15 people, repr stakeholders
Facilitated discussion
Video presentations by experts
Problem and solution mapping,
discussion
Recommendations:
- more meatless days;
- too hot soup (63 °C);
- buffet lunch;
- more lunch time (often 20 min!!!);
- caritative use of not served food;
- education and awareness raising;

for several ministries (food, education)
and for several stakeholders

Stakeholder roundtables in Hungary
How to organise?



Timely and important topic –
affects many people;
the regulation under construction
Participants appreciated diverzity of
stakeholders, learnt from each other
Food authority was very interested in
Strenghtening the position of
env NGOs – catalyst for change
More info:
Istvan Farkas, co-president
ifarkas@mtvsz.hu

Stakeholder roundtables in Hungary
Lessons learnt
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SERBIA



Institute for Philosophy and Social Theory
University of Belgrade, Serbia

Jovana Timotijeviĺ

Format: Stakeholder roundtable

Time: December 4, 2023

Place: Belgrade, Serbia

Topic: Food and health – focus on nutrition of pre-
school and school-age children

Main objectives: 1) Provide basic rationale for the
’democratization of food’; 2) Ensure appropriate
understanding and awareness of food production and
and processing chain, with the focus on delivering
safe food to children in schools (needs, possibilities,
regulation and/vs practice, etc.)

Format: Citizens’ assembly (national level)

Time: April 13-14, 2024

Place: Belgrade, Serbia

Remit: What kind of front-package labeling could assist
Serbian citizens in choosing more nutritious and
environmentally friendly food options?

Main objectives: 1) Testing a method of policy making
with a strong participatory and deliberative component;
2) Opening a debate about a new policy area –
mandatory of voluntary nutrition- and environment-
related food labelling



learning phase

reading material with
facts and different
positions on the

subject, developed
with experts, and

distributed to
participants prior to

CA

recommendations

food labeling and
front/back-end packaging

+
systemic changes
(education, raising

awareness, regulation,
institutional infrastructure,

etc.)

4 experts

food safety,
public health,

economy

3 observers

70 citizens

random stratified
sample of adult
population in

Serbia

4 decision-makers

2 oppositional MPs and
2 representatives from

institutions

citizens’ assembly / format design

deliberation phase



citizens’ assembly / format design

Day 1 Day 2

Small group discussionsPlenary discussion

Introduction to the format

Exchanging general views and
habits related to the subject

Formulating questions related to
the subject for experts and initial
recommendations

Feedback from the expert panel
on the posed questions

Reflection on experts’ feedback
and revision of the proposed
recommendations

Formulating questions related to the subject
and recommendations for decision-makers
and institutions

Feedback from decision-makers’
panel on the posed questions
and proposals

Reflection on decision-makers’
feedback and final revision of
the proposed recommendation

Voting Collective discussion and
agreement on the formulation of
the main recommendations











What we are proud of having done

......................................

• Organising a proper citizens’ assembly format in a
an extremely challenging political situation, when it
comes to bringing institutional and political
representatives for an open discussion with
citizens.

• Training moderators: Moderators (professionals)
and facilitators (PhD students) were briefed
through several meetings on the subject and
received training in feminist moderation (Women
Engage for a Common Future collective).
Common features of such an approach include a
“safety and care protocol”. There was also a
collaboratively created detailed moderation
guide.

citizens’ assembly / take aways

What we wish we have done

......................................

• It would be beneficial to define and pilot
remit prior to the assembly, with population
sample. In this way, we could know more
precisely (and not only intuitively) what would
be the most relevant, contested or in other
ways relevant and potent aspects of the topic

• Learning phase in person – a plenary
session at the beginning with everyone
discussing points from the material – would
ensure more balanced level of knowledge
among all participants.

• In case of random sample, while
representativeness is important, inclusion of
minoritarian perspectives remains a
challenge.
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POLAND









ǎǐ Ӄ­NJӃ N º ÊX«´ƛ J´´XªMӃ X´  « N º X´

6Jº ­«JӃ $ º ÊX«´ƛ  ´´XªMӃÉ ­« («X³zÉ ;­ÆX³ºÉ Ǝz³J´´³­­º´Ə

;J³Ӄ JªX«ºJ³É XӃXNº ­«´ J«T N|J«zX ­Z °­ÇX³

6Jº ­«JӃ $ º ÊX«´ƛ  ´´XªMӃÉ ­« *­­T ;­Ӄ NÉ
ƎZ³­ª °ÄMӃ N ZÄ«T´ J«T Ç º| º|X °J³º N °Jº ­« ­Z º|X 5 « ´º³ÉƏ



*XM³ÄJ³É

What did the assembly work look like?

? z«JºÄ³X ­Z N­«º³JNº

 °³ Ӄ

Sortition

• >J«T­ªӃÉ ´XӃXNºXT ºXӃX°|­«X
«ÄªMX³´ MÉ º|X JzX«NÉ

• 5­³X º|J« 20 000 ºXӃX°|­«X
NJӃӃ´

• ӄ5 °J³º N °J«º ´XӃXNºXT

ǎӅƈǎǔŸǍǒ

Educational
weekend

• ǎӄ Ç­³¦ «z |­Ä³´
• ǎǍ XÈ°X³º ´°XXN|X´

• ӄǎ °³­°­´JӃ´ Z­³
³XN­ªªX«TJº ­«´
Z³­ª XÈ°X³º´


























































































